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of the main goals of the Telecommunications
Act was to open the local phone markets to
competition to ensure non-discriminatory ac-
cess and safeguard against anti-competitive
behavior. However, certain networks unaf-
fected by the Act remain closed to competitors
and other closed networks could be just
around the corner. Under this scenario, a con-
sumer who wants high-speed broadband serv-
ice, whether by cable, satellite, or copper wire,
would be forced to buy it from their access
provider’s ISP. If they wanted service from
AOL or another ISP, they would either not be
able to receive it or would essentially have to
pay twice.

A closed network also provides undue lever-
age over Internet content, since one company
would possess the ability to give content pro-
viders preferential access to their ‘‘hostage’’
customers. This ability to leverage its monop-
oly vertically can curtail competition and inno-
vation in the content market and raise prices
for such information or programs. It could also
limit the variety and availability of content that
has made the Internet so successful.

This legislation preserves competition
among broadband Internet providers without
involving the heavy-handed bureaucracy of the
FCC. The bill achieves this goal by giving a
private right of action to ISPs who have been
unable to compete fairly against other ISPs by
broadband transport providers. For example, if
a company limits the ability of an ISP to offer
its services over their facilities on the same
terms and conditions that the cable company
offers to another ISP, the first ISP would be
able to seek relief in the courts.

The section also preserves competition
among ISPs by using existing antitrust law.
Under this section, evidence in a civil action
that a broadband access transport provider
with market power has limited the ability of an
Internet service provider to compete in the ISP
marketplace would be presumed to have vio-
lated the Sherman Act. This section recog-
nizes that each type of broadband transport
provider technology is unique, whether two-
way cable, copper wire, sport-beam satellite or
wireless transmission. Each technology is rec-
ognized under this bill as a separate type of
broadband market, and therefore providers
cannot under current antitrust law abuse that
power to limit the competitive marketplace of
Internet service providers.

The second section would also ensure
openness and competition among broadband
Internet transport providers by ensuring that
the same rules apply to the incumbent phone
companies, which are already required to
open their networks to ISPs. In return for re-
moving rate and price regulations on data traf-
fic for local phone companies after meeting
certain rollout requirements, this section would
presume a Sherman Act violation if the phone
company failed to make its ‘‘local loop’’ avail-
able to other carriers who wanted to compete
in the provision of DSL broadband technology.

Finally, the Internet Freedom Act encour-
ages open consumer access for consumers by
making the Internet a more user-friendly envi-
ronment. The third section addresses the
problem of illegal mass e-mail, also known as
‘‘spamming.’’ This section would make it a fed-
eral crime for a person to knowingly use an-
other person’s Internet e-mail address, or ‘‘do-
main name,’’ to send unsolicited mass e-mails.
The penalty for violating the section would be
the actual monetary loss and damages of

$15,000 per violation or up to $10 per mes-
sage, whichever is greater.

The principles of free-market competition,
low government regulation, and open con-
sumer access have guided the growth of the
Internet. If this growth is to continue, we must
ensure that public policy reflects the best inter-
ests of the consumer. The environment that
has nurtured the early growth of the Internet
must be preserved and strengthened to spur
continued innovation and ensure that the Inter-
net and information-based economy continue
to flourish. But, there are several inefficiencies
currently in the marketplace that could stifle
the continued development and innovation of
the Internet and the growth of our economy.
We must fix these problems now, before they
require heavy-handed regulations that slow
down the Internet, drive up costs, hinder con-
sumer access to information, and cause this
engine of potential economic growth and fu-
ture prosperity to sputter and fail.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Fresno Rescue Mis-
sion on occasion of its 50th anniversary, and
its plans for expansion. The mission has long
served the homeless and downtrodden of
Fresno.

The Rescue Mission began in 1949 as a
non-profit religious organization to be an arm
of the churches of Fresno County. Over the
past 50 years, the mission has been open 24-
hours-a-day 365-days-a-year helping the des-
titute of Fresno, with three meals a day, shel-
ter, clothing, bedding, appliances and fur-
niture, all free of charge.

Though it began as a ‘‘men only’’ organiza-
tion, over the years, the mission has pro-
gressed to helping families who are in need of
emergency shelter. The mission works with
the Fresno County Department of Human So-
cial Services in ‘‘Rescue the Children/
Craycroft Youth’’ a collaborative effort to serv-
ice, abused, neglected and abandoned chil-
dren.

There is also a year-long live-in recovery
program for men with various dependency
problems. After completion of the program, a
transition home provides housing, and employ-
ment as staff members of the mission. At the
home, men are encouraged to save their
money so they can be reunited with their fami-
lies, or be able to afford their own housing.

Most important to the mission is its primary
purpose, to provide love, and bring the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to those who have nothing left
in this world. In front of the mission building
hangs a sign which reads, ‘‘If you don’t have
a friend in the world, you will find one here.’’

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the
Fresno Rescue Mission on the occasion of its
50th anniversary. The services provided are a
boon to the community, and a blessing to
those in most need. I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the Fresno Res-
cue Mission many years of continued success.
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Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the achievements of one of Capitol
Hill’s most hard-working and talented report-
ers.

As a member of the Washington Bureau of
The Buffalo News, Jerry Zremski’s Wash-
ington dispatches are an important and invalu-
able source of information for my constituents
on the activities of this Congress.

Jerry was recently named a Nieman Fellow
at Harvard University, a prestigious honor af-
forded to only 12 journalists throughout the
United States of America. Jerry will begin his
fellowship at Harvard in the fall, at the world’s
oldest mid-career fellowship program for jour-
nalists.

A graduate of Syracuse University, where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism,
and American University, where he received
his Master’s Degree in Political Science, Jerry
Zremski has distinguished himself in his pro-
fession, and I ask that this House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring Jerry’s
achievement in earning the Nieman Fellowship
at Harvard University.
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Mr. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, tonight we cel-
ebrate Carmel Casabona, who retired from
Area Cooperative Educational Services
(ACES) on January 22, 1999 after 20 years of
dedicated service. As a committed vocational
education teacher with ACES’ Secondary Pro-
gram and later as a Job Coach with the AC-
CESS program, she has worked tirelessly to
assist adult clients with disabilities, and en-
gage them in their community. It is with tre-
mendous pleasure that I rise today to salute
this incredible woman, who has been a dear
friend to me and has contributed so much to
the Greater New Haven area.

For more than two decades, ACES has
been a crucial source of support and assist-
ance for people with a range of disabilities.
Many individuals have benefitted from the nur-
turing, caring environment, and innovative ap-
proach that ACES offers. From employment
opportunities to residential skills, this institution
is an invaluable resource for the disabled.
Carmel certainly reflects these goals.

Carm’s long career with ACES is character-
ized by a lifetime of dedication to her adult cli-
ents. Although supervising 28–30 clients,
Carm carefully assessed each person’s abili-
ties, and chose the appropriate work experi-
ence. By focusing on each individual’s specific
needs, she has helped her clients reach their
full potential, while providing positive reinforce-
ment. She also offered each participant in-
creased independence, encouragement and
dignity.

Aside from her daily work responsibilities,
Carm offered her personal time in organizing
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the annual Christmas party for her program
participants, their families and friends. This
event was eagerly anticipated every year as a
time to come together to enjoy the holidays.
When called upon by Carm to assist with party
plans, volunteers could not refuse. Carm,
through her volunteer crew, prepared all the
food, provided music and hung decorations, all
of which were done with tremendous energy
and care.

On a personal level, I have witnessed
Carm’s interaction with her clients. It is easy to
notice her genuine affection for them, as well
as their fondness for her. She always ap-
proached her work with a compassionate
heart, a cheerful smile, and a wonderful sense
of humor. She will be sorely missed by clients
and colleagues alike.

Because of this level of dedication, it is with
great pleasure that I commend Carmel
Casabona for 20 years of hard work and pub-
lic service. I join with her daughter Tracy, her
three grandaughters, family members, and
friends in thanking her for caring so much for
her clients, and in wishing her a very enjoy-
able retirement.
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, education is in cri-
sis today in America. That is why I think it is
important to recognize an outstanding teacher.
I rise today to recognize Barbara Kirie Stew-
art, daughter of a colleague and friend of
mine, James C. Kirie. Mrs. Stewart teaches at
Brentwood Academy in Tennessee where an
endowed chair for history has recently been
established in her name. This honor could not
have been bestowed on a more deserving or
dedicated woman, one who truly understands
the joy of giving—to her students, her friends
and family, and to future generations.

The endowment chair lets the rest of the
world know how integral Barbara is to Brent-
wood Academy. Mrs. Barbara Stewart came to
Brentwood Academy in the fall of 1972, in
time to see the first class graduate the fol-
lowing spring. She brought with her a B.A. de-
gree from Lindenwood College and the gift of
making history come alive through her effec-
tive classroom teaching style.

Barbara’s work with the Youth in Govern-
ment program and as the founding sponsor of
the R.O. Beauchamp chapter of the National
Honor Society are just some of the many com-
munity enrichment activities with which she
has involved herself. Barbara’s devotion to
students and education has taken her through
25 years as the History Department Chair at
Brentwood Academy. Along the way, she also
earned an M.A.T. from Vanderbuilt. Those
who have known Barbara in the classroom
have discovered quanlities that cannot be cap-
tured: an enthusiasm that stamps her pres-
ence into their memories forever.

Mrs. Barbara Stewart’s former students say
it best * * *.

I became a teacher because of your inspira-
tion. Thank you for all you did for me as a
student and all you have inspired me to do as
a teacher.

I can still hear your voice and recall the
enjoyment of learning history from you.

You taught me to always ask why, not just
who and when. That has made all the dif-
ference.

Yours is the one class from my high school
days that continues to capture my imagina-
tion and still sends me to the bookshelves
scrambling for more information.

No teacher in high school or college taught
me as much as you. No teacher taught me
how to learn as well as you. And no teacher
was ever as hard as you either!

Every once in a while there is a teacher
who, with contagious enthusiasm, is able to
impact knowledge and show genuine interest
in her students, thus earning their affection
and respect in return. Thank you for being
one of those rare teachers.

The longer I live, the more I realize that
your hard work, dedication, and selfless serv-
ice has enriched my life in countless ways.

Mr. Speaker, the Barbara Kirie Stewart En-
dowed Chair for History preserves the legacy
of academic achievement lived out at Brent-
wood Academy through Mrs. Barbara Stew-
art—an exemplary citizen whose excellence in
teaching is unsurpassed.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners of America, Local Union
Number 433. Local 433 is celebrating their
110th anniversary.

On May 11, 1889, 12 carpenters were
granted a charter by the United Brotherhood,
forming Local 433. This small group of 12 has
grown significantly in membership, to its
present total of 435 members.

The impact of Local 433 is highly visible in
the Belleville community, as Local 433 has
been instrumental in the construction of Belle-
ville Area College, the St. Clair County Court-
house, and Scott Air Force Base, among oth-
ers. Local 433 is currently working on the ex-
pansion of the MetroLink light rail system.

From its inception to today, the men and
women of Local 433 have made invaluable
contributions to the community, through their
contributions to charity and civic events. One
of Local 433’s greatest achievements is its ap-
prenticeship program. This four year program
gives young carpenters the chance to learn
from the community’s established carpenters.
There are currently 44 apprentices in this pro-
gram, which was established over thirty years
ago.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Local Union Number 433 as
they celebrate their 110th anniversary.
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Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
was unavoidably detained this morning, and

missed roll call vote #108. Had I been present
I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Rape Counseling
Service of Fresno, Inc. (RCS), on occasion of
its 25th anniversary.

Rape Counseling Service is a victim advo-
cacy agency. Its mission is to alleviate the
trauma due to sexual assault and/or child mo-
lestation, to educate the public and to raise
the level of awareness regarding rape and
child abuse prevention.

RCS made its start with a small core of vol-
unteers meeting in a dorm room at California
State University Fresno. It now has a staff of
33 members, and 52 volunteers who aid in cri-
sis intervention, prevention education, a 24-
hour hot-line, hospital and court advocacy and
individual counseling.

For the past seven years, RCS has been
ranked the number one rape crisis center in
the state of California by the Office of Criminal
Justice Planning, and for the past six years,
has been the number one funded agency by
Fresno County. The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice has named the RCS Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Team (SART) as one of only two pro-
grams in the state to be listed in Promising
Practices, a report to improve the criminal jus-
tice system’s response to violence against
women.

Over the years RCS has established a
strong working relationship with the Fresno
Police Department, the Fresno County Sher-
iff’s Office and the District Attorney’s office. It
also interacts with other community-based or-
ganizations: Sanctuary, House of Hope,
Human Services Coalition, Fresno County
Child Abuse Prevention Council, The Fresno
Policy Academy and Comprehensive Youth
Services.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the
Rape Counseling Service of Fresno on the oc-
casion of its 25th anniversary. The services
provided are invaluable to the well-being of
the community and victims of assault. I urge
all of my colleagues to join me in wishing RCS
many years of continued success.
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THE VOLUNTEERS OF RADIO VI-
SION: 19 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
to rise today to pay tribute to the volunteers of
Radio Vision of Orange County, New York for
their 19 years of dedicated service. Radio Vi-
sion Volunteer Day this year is Saturday, May
15th. Radio Vision is a closed circuit service
for the blind and sight impaired of the Mid-
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